plentiful in the district. For a while the settlements,
including- one on Roanoke Island further north, con-
tinued to struggle on, but in face of the local hostility
and the lack of consistent support from England,
their position was hopeless. The ultimate fate of the
colonists is unknown ; they probably fell victims to
the enmity of the Indians, and were either massacred
or starved to death ; but the miserable survivors of
the Ocracoke settlement were rescued and brought
home by Drake, after having lived for something
over two years on the American coast. One more
attempt at colonisation was made before the death
of the queen. Bartholomew Gosnold sailed to the
shores of the future Xew England, but he also failed,
and the only immediate result of all the efforts to
establish colonies was the introduction into England
of the potato and of tobacco, which were found in
Virginia. But the idea of settling the coast of
America remained, and in these various attempts
may be found the first beginnings of the greatest of
all Republics, and of the British Colonial Empire ;
those two creations of the Anglo-Saxon genius
which have had, and still have, such a profound
influence in the world. It is not without reason that
the capital of North Carolina perpetuates the name
of Sir Walter Raleigh, for' though he actually failed,
yet he practically originated a movement which has
changed the history of mankind. Spanish colonisation
merely tended to perpetuate in a New, all the evils of
the Old World ; to spread despotism and moral,
intellectual, and social degradation. But Raleigh,
and those who followed iu his steps, found a new